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When a storm is on the way, make every minute count to prepare. There are critical steps you can take—Ilike closing
interior doors and installing hurricane shutters—to reduce damage to your business.

STAY INFORMED OF
CHANGING WEATHER
CONDITIONS

ENSURE 3 WAYS TO RECEIVE WEATHER
INFORMATION AND ALERTS.

e Find a reliable source for hurricane updates. Pay

attention to hurricane forecasts from the National

Hurricane Center (NHC). Follow the NHC on
Facebook or X and tune in to local news often.
For impacts to your local area, follow your local
National Weather Service (NWS) office.

e Purchase a NOAA weather radio, preferably one
with a hand crank.

e Enable wireless emergency alerts on your cell
phone. Check your wireless service provider’s
website to find out how to do this for your specific
phone type.

Note: Geographical maps are used to communicate
critical weather information. Know where you are on a
map and know your county name.

MAKE YOUR BUSINESS HURRICANE READY

Begin Last-Minute Prep!

When a storm is on the way, make every minute count
to prepare. There are critical steps you can take—
like closing interior doors and installing hurricane
shutters—to better protect your building.
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HOW DO YOU RECEIVE SEVERE
WEATHER ALERTS?

Weather Radio
(& Phone Alerts

Local TV

Smart Home Devices

% Weather Apps
7f Social Media

@J WHY? A hurricane can knock out power and
disrupt communications. Having multiple ways to
receive alerts helps keep you informed throughout the
storm.

ACTIVATE YOUR EMERGENCY
HURRICANE BUSINESS PLAN.

e Your team is activating the plan with
communication.

e Begin last-minute building preparations.

e Allow time for employees that may need time to
prepare their homes as well.

@J WHY? Now is the time to put your hurricane plan
into action. By planning ahead, you know what to do
now that a storm is approaching.

PALMETTO STATE
INSURANCE

PSIAgency.com


http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/NWSNHC
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/nhcexit.php?outurl=http://twitter.com/NHC_Atlantic
https://www.weather.gov/socialmedia

WHEN A HURRICANE WATCH
HAS BEEN ISSUED, TAKE LAST
MINUTE STEPS TO PREPARE

BEFORE THE STORM ARRIVES

INSTALL YOUR HURRICANE SHUTTERS
e Place hurricane shutters over all the windows.

e Plywood should only be used in place of shutters
as a last-minute resort when tropical weather is
imminent. If plywood must be used, be sure it’s at
least 34 inch thick. Additionally, taping windows
provides no protection and should NOT be done.

[Z]\,:] WHY? Shutters can protect your windows from
flying debris and help keep out damaging winds.

SECURE OUTDOOR ITEMS

e Move outdoor items such as patio seating, signage,
planters, inventory, and wood pallets indoors.

[Z]\,:] WHY? Outdoor inventory, wood pallets, patio
seating could become flying debris and damage your
building or surrounding businesses.

CHECK AND CLEAR YOUR
GUTTERS AND DRAINAGE

e Ensure gutters and downspouts are secured to the
building with gutter straps.

e (Clean all roof drains, gutters, and downspouts free
of tree debris.

e Ensure downspouts divert water at least 3 feet
away from the foundation.

CLOSE ALL COMMERCIAL DOORS, PERSONNEL
DOORS & WINDOWS, INCLUDING INTERIOR
DOORS

e Close rollup, garage, and overhead doors all the
way. Initiate wind locks if available.

e Close all exterior windows and doors to keep the
wind and rain out.

¢ Close all interior doors to compartmentalize
pressure from the wind if it gets inside your
building.

[Z]\;] WHY? Leaving commercial doors and windows
open during a hurricane leaves your building more
vulnerable to structural damage by inviting the wind
inside, where pressure can build up on the roof and
walls. If a window is broken, air rapidly fills your
structure, causing a dangerous increase in the forces
pushing up on your roof. Scientific wind testing at the
IBHS Research Center reveals that closing interior
doors helps compartmentalize the pressure inside a
building into smaller areas, reducing the force on the
roof by as much as 30%, and giving your roof a better
chance of staying intact.

WHEN A HURRICANE
EVACUATION ORDER IS
ISSUED, ACT IMMEDIATELY

| EVACUATE, COMMUNICATE, AND STAY SAFE.

e Follow instructions and evacuate immediately if
authorities tell you to do so.

e Communicate the evacuation information to
employees.

For more information on hurricane preparedness for

your business, please contact us before the next storm
hits at 803-785-7742 or visit our website PSIAgency.com

To learn more visit ibhs.org/hurricanereadybusiness

The Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS) created the source document, Business Hurricane Prep as a Storm Approaches
Landfall, used here with our sincere appreciation. IBHS and Main Street America Insurance are proud partners in promoting resilience. The IBHS
mission is to conduct objective, scientific research to identify and promote effective actions that strengthen homes, businesses, and communities
against natural disasters and other causes of loss. Learn more about IBHS at IBHS.org.
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